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RE: Refererces Daocket No. AB 876
Dear Mr. Williams:

RE: Kellar Branch/Pioneer Industrial k:ilroad/City of Peoria/Village of Peoria
Heights (Peoria, Peoria Heights and W:stern RR)

This letter is addressed 1o vou regarding the Rails in Peoria, 1L, also known as
the Kellar Branch.

We have written to you before reg‘artiiﬁ.# this situation, but now we have new
information for you to review.

We Liave coms up with an economic developme=t program that will benefit the
entire coansaumity using the woising Kellar Beanch rails. Attached you will find
a broclcare for your peras.). We ima:we talked 10 +wo local State Representatives,
the County Bostd of Supervisors Economic I welopment Committee and have
supplied the City Council with tiis informason and are going to meet with
them as soon as we car: get + n the calendar. We have also met with the Mayor of
Peoria Heights, which ovns port of the Kellar Branch, and have their support
with this project. All of the peuple we have met with find this a very interesting
proposition and are going to assist in putting together a committse and &omg a
feasibi]ity study relating to this project.
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Cities all across the country are going back to lig‘ht rail or trolley park n ride
because we have just run out of road space. Congestion, traffic emissions,
parkmg and numerous other prol:lefms getting back and forth to work. Also we
hope this will eventually connect with a commuter rail from Peoria to Chicago.
We have the infrastructure with the Kellar Branch and we should lzeep it so we
don’t have to do what other communities are c]omg 'ﬂmy have to start from
scratch, obtaining the land, laying the rail and buying the equipment. We already
have 90% here, now. We call it using what we already llave for today and

tomorrow. It ma]zes good planning sense.

The trail can still ran alongside the track. If there is a question about that all
one has to do is go downtown Peoria and see the trail and rail running alongside

one another ng‘ht now. Also our research shows that 30 states are doing this very
same thing with tracks and trails, so it is being done and can be done.

The trolley project would bring economic (lefv&elnpment to the Village of Peoria
Helg']ltﬂ Junction City and other station s}mps Also it would run in comyunction
with &mgbt and thus give those users the benefit of competitive rail service with
ttl]:B elglit railroads that connect now with Peona This benefits all in dual use of
e ra
il.

Funding can be found without using money from the. city. Paying for
maintenance lsy using aclverhsmg’ dollars and tourism dollars, thus keap:mg
ridership fees to a minimum. Also, should Pioneer Industrial Railcorp be
allowed to Luy or lease the track tlley have agreefl to run in tandem with the
t:mlley The local bus line will pmk up passengers downtown and shuttle them to
their various places of business. The tro“ey will be run on l:atteries, thus not
using fossil fuel. This makes for cleaner air. Also the trolley can provide bike
racks just the same as the buses do now.



Vernon A, Williams, Secretary
Economic Development/Kellar Branch
Peoria, 1L :
Page 3

This project is &esig’ned to use the rails we a}rea&y have to enhance the present
course of action in the community and henefit the future. We have the rails, lets
use them for economic flevelopmemt and sta})ility‘

We have what it takes to create economic development using the rails for now
a.n(l for tlm {utur_e.

Currently the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission is doing a study for
transit for the next twenty years. It will include the Kellar Branch as well as
other rail in the tri-county area and gmund transportation. We need to think
with them and study for now and the future.

Sincerely,

Fﬁ}; A
ol ez A edlined
Sharon Deckard

Served to: Parties of Record and others - (see attached)

Sharon Deckard, 3124 W. Farmington Rd. Peoria, I1. 61604
309-687-3513  gha_dec@msn.com




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on February 19, 2007, I served the foregoing by
depositing a copy of same in the United States Mail, postage fully prepaid,
addressed to each of the parties of record, at their respective addresses as
disclosed by the filings of record in the above-referenced proceeding.

_— ¥ ’ . P
S s s sz‘f’ﬁ»zﬁ’
Sharon Deckard
Illinois Prairie Railroad Foundation
3124 W. Farmington Rd.
Peoria, IL 61604-4815




Parties of record sexved
And others

John W Gohmann

Small Railroad Business

Owners Association Of America
14047 Petronella Drive Suite 201
Libertyville, 11 60048-1500

J. Michael Carr

Pioneer Industrial Railway Co.
1318 § Johanson Road
Peoria, 11, 61607

Guy L. Brenkman
1318 S. Johanson Road
Peoria, 1L 61607

Robert T. Opal

Union Pacific Railroad Company -

1400 Douglas Street, Stop 1580
Omahas, NE 68179.0001

Daniel A, LaKemper
1318 § Johanson Rd
Peoria, 11, 61607

Thomas F McFarland
208 S Lasalle St., Suite 1890
Chicago, 1L, 60604-1194

William A. Mullins
Baker & Miller Pllc

2401 Pennsylvania Ave, NW Ste 300

Washington DC 20037

Richard H. Streeter

Barnes & Thornburg

750 17% Street, NW Suite 900
Waslﬁ;ng‘ton, DC 20006

Debra Wolfe

Carver Lumber

8700 N. University Ave
Peoria, I1. 61615

John D. Heffner, Plle
1920 N. Street, NW Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

City of Peoria
419 Fulton St.
Peoria, I1. 61602,

Village of Peoria Heights
4901 N, Prospect Rd.
Peoria, IL 61616



Using what we already have to benefit
ORROW

All across the country cities are finding the need to go to commuter rail. Thisis a
service that allows them to come from their suburban bedroom communities into the
city to their jobs and businesses.

The stop and go commute, parking problems, fuel emissions in the air and a host of
other things including the most important “time™, is causing these cities to install
commuter rail. This ranges from park n rides to full length light rail through larger
downtowns.

They are finding that providing this access to their cities is encouraging residents and
businesses alike to relocate near these amenities.

The biggest problem in establishing this program for commuters is that they find it cost
prohibitive and it takes many years to accomplish it. They have to buy the land, clear it,
install the tracks and buy the equipment, as well as run it so that it is beneficial to itself
and the community.

We, here in Peoria are way ahead of the game. We have the rail, in place and waiting,
We have eliminated 90% of the cost before we start.

Peoria is a very unique community in that it has a complete ring road of trackage
around the entire city. There are eight railroads that currently serve Peoria. This gives a
foot in the door to numerous benefits for this community.

A “park n ride” trolley can be done and will be extremely beneficial for all.
Using the Kellar Branch and putting park n ride stops at places such as: Allen Road,

Pioneer Parkway, Knoxville Ave, Prospect Rd. and Glen Ave., will allow those coming
into work each day the opportunity to aveid the stop and start traffic, parking problems.



As many of us know exiting the parking decks at closing time is a zoo. It will lower
emissions in the downtown area and make the entire environment healthier for all the
citizens. This will encourage businesses and residents to locate here. We will offer an
amenity that, until now, has been an attraction of the big cities. They may be bigger
than we are but they are not better.

There are several points of interest with this program.

1. Wealready have the trackage
2. The trolley can be obtained using Economic Development Grants and other
sources of funding that takes no money out of taxpayers pockets.
3.  Ifthe trolley shares the track with a freight company this cuts the maintenance in
half.
4,  The trolley can be used for many things:
A.  Tourism. This can go hand in hand with the upcoming riverfront museum.
B.  Renting the frolley for, weddings, birthday parties, retirements, and
corporation meetings in order to offer something unique to their audiences.
for their meeting. Meetings and other things could also be catered aboard
the trolley.
C.  Weekend tourism trips with a car attached for dinning on the rails
D.  Think of taking prospective new businesses on this ride up through the
Heights and out to Growth Cell Two and show them what we can offer
them if they build their business here.
5.  How do we support this? The largest dollar spent in the United States is
advertising. Recent studies say that the average commuter is subject to 5,000 ads every
single day. This is a lot of advertising exposure. The advertisers love what is call
“captive audience”, This is where someone is sitting in one place and expose to
advertising without other distractions. LED signs can be installed inside of the trolley
and constantly changed. This will bring in significant income to maintain the trolley
and hire the operating personnel. There can be monitors installed to advertise
community events adding to the tourism dollars.

6.  Along with the trolley will be the parking stations. An entrepreneur can contract
with the trolley company to build and operate these stations. They would be enclosed
for riders comfort while waiting for the trolley. These can include coffee machines,
newspaper racks and advertising. Here again is income for the trolley service allowing
ridership fees to be kept at a very minimum.



7. Riders will be able fo use their laptops, I Pods, ear phones etc., to enjoy the ride
or catch up on their work before and after work. We are helping them to preserve their
most important asset “Time”. We are all short of time.

8.  On the riverfront end of the trip arrangements can be made with the local transit
company to run shuttles into the downtown to drop workers off at their places of
employment.

9.  One the outbound side, the commuters doesn’t have to fight the parking decks or
the exodus of people at the end of the work day with constant stop and go. You are tired
and ready 1o head home. IDOT says that 29,817 people come into Peoria 1o work
everyday. That is a lot of people driving, parking both morning and afternoon. If a lot of
them take the trolley back to their cars when they get their they are rested and their cars
are still inside the city limits. They can shop, go to special events or out to dinner or
meet friends somewhere. They have had a chance to rest and are now ready to do
something else or just go home and arrive there in decent shape.




TOURISM

-On the tourism side of this project is the new museum. Tourism dollars are among the
second highest dollars spent in the nation. If people come into your town for a visit'to
the museum and they pay their entry fee, visit the museum and then leave town we have

-gained nothing. Entry fees'barely cover the cost of maintaining a museum. If the visitor
‘browses the museum, goes to another event, maybe at the Civic Center or O'Brien Field
‘or the Symphony, has supper at one of our fine restaurants, stays over night in a hotel,
‘buys gas for their vehicle, we have gained. This is economic progress and selling the
wonders of Peoria. We have fine hotels, restaurants, shopping, special events, a
beautiful riverfront and many other things to offer visitors and residents alike. Think
what it would be like to'take a trip on the trolley up the Keltar Branch to the Heights,
get on a shuttle and on to Tower Park, shop the antique stores there, or further on up the
line to Junction City which is currently in the middle of a wonderful redesign and
additions, but still maintaining’its old style charm. They are planning a fine upscale
restaurant and many other amenities to attract the locals and the tourists. These tourism
-dollars will be more-economic progress in the area.

Think of riding the trolley in the evening and dinning on the rails while trekking
through the countrystde up through the Kellar Branch. Something that is unusual and
provocative for the area.

We already have the rails and now we have the opportunity to use them to bring
Economic-Development to the area and assist today’s residents and those in the future.
We are way ahead of the game in relation to other cities that have to start from scratch.

Along with running trolieys on the Kellar Branch we can also run freight from the
Tiverfront to growth cell two. Having the Kellar Branch open allows for access to eight
-different railroads-which makes the rates competitive. If we restrict Growth Cell Two 10
‘the western connection there is only one railroad running their and we are at their
‘mercy. This causes new businesses to think twice about coming to the area if they need
rail access.’If - we can show them we have competitive access and thus better rates and
services, they are going to look more-favorably to building businesses here. This will
‘help in economic development. Bringing businesses, jobs, residents, taxpayers and
“puiting money in the city coffers to help develop Peoria-into a place you want to live in.




With both the trolley and the freight we gain business, residents, taxpayers, money into
the city to benefit all.

Cleaner air, better transportation, preserving the asset of “time” for the citizens.
Tourism, economic development. What more could you ask?

1t is even possible to run the trail along side the tracks. Grant you there are some places
that are impossible to do this, so you think outside the box and go out into the
residential area for a few blocks and then come back to join the trail/track side by side.
It can be done, its being done all over the country. There are more than 30 states right
now that have this going on in their state. There is a freight company right here, right
now, willing to help this happen using their own equipment and money. They are
willing to work with the trolley and the trail and make it a three for one. Everybody
benefits. Trolleys can be retrofitted to have bike carriers either on the trolley or pulling
a small cart behind to carry bikes for those that would like to take the trolley part way
and bike part way. Also, freight and trolley movement on the Kellar Branch makes the
trail safer for hikers and bikers. They are less likely to be accosted if there is a train
coming through every little while. They don’t bave fo have a fence in-between the rail
and trail, a beautiful evergreen hedge will suffice and add to the cleaner sir and beauty
of both.

It has been said that having a trail running down the Kellar Branch will enhance
property values. Wouldn™t baving a trail and the trolley do the same? This is something
unique to our area.

The trolleys can be run on a battery system thus emitting no fossil fuel emissions. They
also come with ADA electric ramps that slide under the undercarriage of the trolley for
easy loading of wheelchairs and strollers and those that can’t climb steps.

LED signs can be mounted inside the cars for advertising and even to announce events

that are happening in the area, thus improving tourism and locals can keep up on what

is going on in the area. There would be no outside advertisement on the trolley. We

want the authentic look of an antique trolley that is appealing and inviting to the public.
Gomaco Trolley Compant)

moanufoclorery  of Mmulbenkis Tenifen AF




Historic Replicas (400 series)
HART purchased nine 400 series replica streetcars from the
Gomaco Trolley Company of Ida Grove, lowa. The streetcars are
based on a design created by HART resembling the double-truck
Birney Safety streetcars used on Tampa’s streets between the 1920s
and 1946.The numbers on the streetcars picked up where the
original Tampa system left off, the final car in the original system
was #427, we begin with #428.
TECO Line Streetcar Specifications:

» 46-feet long and 48,000 pounds

» 8-feet 6-inches wide by 12 Yi-feet high

* The capacity of each vehicle is 84 passengers (44 seated

and 40 standing).

* Factory-installed air conditioning



The Tampa & Ybor City Street Railway Society Birney #1863 is a fully
restored original Tampa streetcar that ran on the system from 1923 to
1946. It is similar in style to our historic replicas, but smaller. This is
the only restored operating streetcar in the State of Florida. it was
salvaged from a backyard in Sulphur Springs in 1891, where it was
first used as an apartment and then as a storage shed. Some of the
wood used to restore #163 are: ash on the roof, oak flooring, cherry
seats, and mahogany wall panels, window frames, and doors. If took
over 10,000 volunteer hours to put #163 back on the tracks. All

monies and materials were donations from our generous community.
The Birney streetcar



Attached you will find research done on this project.

We have researched this and talked to the trolley company. They are more than happy
to have people visit their shops. They have been in business many years and have many
successful stories all over the country.

Taking a page from other cities that have trolleys running we can do what they did in
getting economic development grants and other sources of funding to purchase the
trolley. This means the city has no cost to buy them. If they troliey company is run by
an independent company or a not for profit company the city would have no problems
involved in running it.

If a freight company, such as Pioneer Industrial Railway, buys the Kellar Branch and
contracts to this company to run the trolley it shares the burden of the rail and
maintenance. Tracks would have to be brought up to passenger grade service, which
can be done easily. Again no cost to the city because the line would be owned by the
freight company. STB and FRA would regulate the way the service is run. We have
been in communication with Pioneer Industrial Railway and they are willing to work
with the trolley on the same tracks with their freight operation and will bring the tracks
up to passenger standards and share the maintenance with the trolley company. They are
also willing to assist with in-kind service to help build the trail along side the tracks.
They are putting their money where their mouth is and previously had an excellent
record of service to shippers over the Ketlar Branch. CIRY on the other hand has a
very poor service record, and is not willing to share the line with trolleys, or upgrade
the track to allow it to happen.

Money, from business, tourism, ridership fees, advertising, property taxes, etc., would
be going into the coffers of the city instead of coming out.

This would also benefit the trail groups because more taxpayer money would be
available to maintain the trail running along side the tracks.

Different cars for | le door style

Different trips

Summer time car



Information on the Kellar Branch and what we have already in hand.

The Kellar Branch has access to eight railroads via neutral access with the
Tazewell & Peoria Railroad (TZPR) line. Those eight railroads are:
Burlington-Northern Santa Fe (BNSF), Canadian National (CN) Illinois &
Midland, Iowa Interstate, Keokuk Junction, Norfolk Southern, TP&W and
Union Pacific. If they take out the Kellar Branch between downtown and
Pioneer Park and rely solely on the spur from the west, there will only be
access to one rail line: Union Pacific (UP). That means competition is
eliminated and tariffs go up. That hurts existing businesses, and, in fact, it
could put them out of business.

Contrary to the opinion of some “The key to lowering freight rates to the
area is getting more rail customers in Pioneer Industrial Park, to make it
more cost-effective for the big fish UP,” monopoly power doesn’t work that
way. For example, every resident in Peoria is captive to AmerenCILCO, but
that doesn’t seem to be lowering their rates, does it? Few if any rail-served
businesses are going to want to locate in that area of town especially not
when they can easily go to Pekin or Rochelle and get competitive rail
access. There goes the businesses out of our grasp along with the workers,
their homes here and their business here in our community.

That hurts Peoria, because it means lower-paying service-sector businesses
likely will be built in Growth Cell Two instead. Worse, it will probably just
be businesses relocating within Peoria like Menards will be doing soon a
little north of Pioneer Park. Higher-paying industry jobs attract new
residents to the Peoria area, which means more well-paid people on the tax
rolls; no one will move here to work at Wal-Mart. '

Some believe that Peoria could use light rail transit right now. Even if you
don’t agree, there’s ample evidence that the city could use light rail transit in
the future as the city continues to expand and grow in population. To put
light rail in from scratch would be extremely expensive in land acquisition
and construction costs, but to use an existing rail corridor through the heart
of the area would only take some upgrading of the rails and crossings. The
environmentally conscious among us should certainly be able to see the
benefits of light rail mass transit and the positive effect on the environment.



If the city were to sell the Kellar Branch, it could get at least $565,000 for it
- the standing offer from Pioneer Railcorp. If the city were t lease the Kellar
Branch to a rail operator, it would have a steady long-term revenue.

Not being able to attract light industry, manufacturing, or
warchouse/distributing tenants to the Pioneer Park or Growth Cell Two area
wounld mean a tremendous loss of private investment in the Peoria area. One
need ook no further than Davenport, Jowa, for an example of what kinds of
tenants can slip away when you don’t have rail service; the Quad City Times
reported on August 2, 2005,

. Among the lost opportunities was a $21 million distribution center for
Ferguson Enterprises, a plumbing and heating supply distributor, that had
the Davenport Industrial park on its final list. But the project went to
Waterloo, fowa, last year because the Eastern lowa Industrial Park did not
have rail service.

As a result, Davenport is building a $4.66 million rail extension to their
industrial park. Peoria, on the other hand, already has a rail line with
tremendous advantages - the aforementioned neutral access to eight line-
haul carriers. If Peoria were able to attract a distribution center like
Ferguson Enterprises, that would be $21 million in private development for
Pioneer Park/Growth Cell Two. Wouldn't you like to have that and the jObS
that come with it?

i ——

1) Kellar Branch conversion: The opponents of this plan that 1 know (including myseif)
are not against a trail per se, but rather for using this rail line for economic development.
The path can be built next to the rail or along a different youte, but an asset like a rail line
with neutral access to eight line-haul carriers-can’t be replaced. The rail line not only
serves Carver Lumber, but can attract light industry and manufacturing companies (read;
jobs) to Pioneer Park and other points along the line, such as the newly-vacant Cohen’s
furniture warchouse in the Heights. Already there are two new companies on the Kellar
Branch that want to use rail service. It would be foolish to throw away this asset.




Attached you will find research done on this project.

We have researched this and talked to the trolley company. They are more than happy to
have people visit their shops. They have been in business many years and have many
successful stories all over the country.

Taking a page from other cities that have trolleys running we can do what they did in
getting economic development grants and other sources of funding to purchase the
trolley. This means the city has no cost to buy them. If the troliey company is run by an
independent company or a not for profit company the city would have no problems
involved in running it.

If a freight company buys the Keliar Branch and contracts to this company to run the
trolley it shares the burden of the rail and maintenance. Tracks would have ta be brought
up to passenger grade service, which can be done easily. Again no cost to the city because
the line would be owned by the freight company. STB and FRA would rule the way the
service is run.

Money, from business, tourism, ridership fees, advertising, property taxes, etc., would be
going into the coffers of the city instead of coming out.

This would also benefit the trail groups because more taxpayer money would be available
to maintain the trail running along side the tracks.




A short history of streetcars

1832-1834 -- The first tram lines, pulled by horses, were built in 1832 in
New York City and in 1834 in New Orleans.

1873 -- Cable cars debuted in 1873 in San Francisco. The cable moved
continuously; cars started and stopped by gripping and ungripping the
cable.

1880-1888 -- The first electric trams opened in Saint Petersburg, Russia,
in 1880, and in Richmond, Va., in 1888.

1920s -- Streetcars had their golden age in the 1920s. They were
gradually replaced as cars and buses became more popular.

2000-2001 -- Kenosha, Wis., revived streetcars in 2000, and a year later
Portland, Ore., opened a large streetcar system that connected to its light
rail system.

Streetcar -- Also called a tram or trolley. It runs on rails that are
embedded about six inches in the ground. There are two main types: a
modemn car that resembles a monorail car and a traditional, vintage trolley
car. Some cars run on batteries and go shorter distances. Cities with
streetcars include San Francisco, Portland, Ore, and New Orleans.

Light rail -- Some consider this to be synonymous with streetcar, but light
rail generally is bigger and heavier, with deeper tracks, and runs further.
Monorail -- An electric rail system that runs on one rail or beam ~- either
overhead or undemneath the carriage. Monorails are used in Las Vegas and
Seattle, and at amusement parks.



Streetcar Station Stops
The TECO Line Streetcar System offers 10 station stops along its 2.4-mile
route. Five stops are located in Tampa’s Channel District, four are in historic
Ybor City and one is downtown. The stations reflect the design
characteristics of the district where they are located and incorporate public
art elements that celebrate the lives of Tampa and Ybor City workers.
The Channel District station stops have a contemporary design with
stainless steel roofs, aqua marine terrazzo, sky blue soffits and wave-shaped
benches. Three of the Channelside stations include public art elements —
hand designed terrazzo orange crates recall the importance of the citrus
industry and function as seating options.
Ybor City station stops capture the look of old fashioned train sheds. The
architectural elements include brick, wrought iron, and wood roofs covered
with slate shingles. For Ybor City’s station stops, the chairs of cigar factory
workers were replicated in bronze. To recall the lector, who was paid by the
cigar workers to read from novels and daily newspapers, selections of
poetry by Tampa Bay area poets wriiten in English, Spanish and Italian, are
engraved on each of the chairs,
The downtown Tampa station stop, located at Southern Transportation Plaza
on St. Pete Times Forum Drive between Franklin Street and Florida Avenue,
is housed inside a glass and steel dome. Twelve lighted sentinels serve as
functional art at this site.
Scuthern Transportation Plaza serves as an intermodal facility providing
access and connection between pedestrians, streetcars, Hillsborough Area
Regional Transit (HARTline) buses and taxis. The streetcar alignment
crosses the site diagonally to allow for later extension of the system.
Each station stop offers benches, information kiosks and canopies.

Think what we can do with station stops here in Peoria.



STREETCAR INTERIOR
ADVERTISING PROGRAM

The TECO Line Streetcar System offers a cost effective way to target advertsing to area
visitors, workers, shoppers, studenis and others in the Tampa Bay Atea. Moze than 430,000
tides anoually are taken on the streetcar systern, providing advertisers with tremendous

CXPOsUTC.

The TECO Line Streetcar System runs daily along a 2.4-mile route connecting downtown
Tampa, the Channel District and Ybor City. The service is seven days a week, with extended

hours on the weckends.

A few details about our patrons:
32% board the streetcar spontaneously, without

a specific destination
48% are from within Florida
52% are visitors from outside of Florida

80% travel in groups of two ot more people.

'The TECO Line Strectcar System is operated by the Hillsborough Area Regional Transit
Authortity (HART) under contract to Tampa Historic Streetcar, Inc. The mission of the Tampa
Historic Streetcar, Inc. (THS) is to offer a dynamic new component to Tampa’s transportation
system by providing attractive, reliable, comfortable, convenient and safe streetcar service to

local residents and visitors alike.

201 E. BENNEDY BLVD. SUITE 900, TAWPA, FL 33602  (813) 223-6831
WYL TECOLINESTREETCAR.DRG




FREETCAR INTERIOR

ADVERTISING PROGRA)
RATES

dvertis

Advertising rates includes placement on
all streetcars.

Commercial Advertisers

$300.00 per month- includes placement
of one Interior Ad Card in nine
streetcars.

Non Profit Organizations

$100.00 per month- includes placement
of one Intertor Ad Card in nine
streetcars. Requires pr{mf of 501(c)3
status.

-

nt

For an advertiser with six-month or longer contract, there is a five percent
discount; for 12-month contracts, the discount is ten percent.
Production Responsibility
The advertiser is responsible for the cost of design, production, and
installation/removal of the cards.

$150: Installaton includes installation, removal, and quality

assurance by HART. Design and production by outside services.

01 E, RENWEDRY BuvD. SITE SO0, TAWFA, Fi 33602 (813} 233-883
m.u:muutsrmﬂmmnm




' STREETCAR INTERIOR
. ADVERTISING PROGRAM

- Sign Specifications and Requirements

It is the responsibility of the advertiser to have the signs printed and
delivered to HART at least one week prior to the desired installation date.
Signs will not be returned to the advertiser upon completion of the
contract unless requested by the advertiser in the contract.

Specifications:

Number of Cats 9 cars, with four cars regularly in service,

Size Display Frame is 27 inches wide by 11
inches high (actual board size).

Copy Space 26 V2 inches wide by 10 3/4 inches high

Material Cards will be printed on standard

performance material, mounted to 1/16” ot
1/32” styrene and trimmed to 117 X 26.5”,

Prior written approval from HART is
required for any other material.

Finish Matte

201 E. KEMNEDY BLVD. SUITE 900, TAmMPa, FL 33602 (B13) 223-6831
WIWW.TECOLINESTREETCAR. ORG




STREETCAR INTERIOR
ADVERTISING PROGRAM

TERMS
Terms

Payment in full 1s required prior to the installation of the interior ad cards.

Restricti

HART shall approve in advance of production all design of the interior ad cards.
The advertiser shall not use defamatory, libelous, slanderous, obscene, religious or
political advertising. HART does not accept tobacco or alcoholic beverage
advertising. It will be HART’s sole discretion to determine if the advertisement
meets HART’s standards as set forth above. Advertising deemed by HART to be

distasteful or controversial will not be permitted. A copy of the full advertising
content policy is available upon request and at www.tecolinestreetcar.org.

Additional Information
Contact Toni Short at
HART, 201 East Kennedy
Boulevard,  Suite 900,
Tampa, Flonda 33602 or
call (813) 223-6831 ext.
2206.

201 E. KENNEDY BLvD. SUITE 900, TAMPA, Fi. 33602 [(813) 223-6831
WWW.TECOLINESTREETCAR.ORG




HART on behalf of the TECO Line Streetcar System agrees 0 install the below described interior advertising
card display(s) hereinafter called the “display”, in conformity with the specifications and conditions set forth
herein. For this installation the advertiser or agency agrees to pay the billing rate indicated below. The advertiser
or agency agrees to furnish own displays. All displays must be delivered to HART s designee at least one week
prior to the desired installation date. Displays will not be returned to the advertiser upon the expiration of the
contract unless requested.

r Rate: {_]$300.00 per month — one display in each of the nine streetcars. |
("] $100.00 per month - one display in each of the nine streetcars.

[ $150.00 - a one time fee for installation, maintenance and removal ane display
in mine vehicles.

Terms: The contract payment and installation fees are due when the displays are delivered to HART prior to
installation.

Delivery Location: Advertiser Rate: $300 x months = §
Hillsborough Area Regional Transit $100 x months = §

201 E. Kennedy Blvd,, Ste. 900
Tampa, FL 33602

Attn: Toni Short TOTAL =%
(813) 223-6831 ext. 2206

$150 installadon rate=%§

Advertiser/ Agency

Non Profit Tax dentification Number

Installation Date: Length of Contract: Removal Date:
Display Specifications: actual board size - 277W x 11”H / visual area - 26%"W x 10°%4"H

Cards printed on standard performance matetial, mounted to 1/16” or 1/32” styrene and trmmed to 117 x
206,57,

Finish: Matte

Advertiser Signature: Date:
Title:

HART Signature: Date:

Title:
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The: TECO Line Shrestcsr Systenn offers a cost elfective way 1o target advertising to ares visitors, weakeis, shoephers,
sivdents and others in the Tanpa Bay Area More than 425, 000 1+ 1&5 aniuglly are taken on the steesloar sysiem,

proveding advertisers with tremerdous exposuie
They TECO Line Btreetcar Syatem runs daily along 2 2.4-mile route carmecting dowitown Tampa, the Chanpe!

Distiict and Yher City. The service 15 seven davs a week, with exiender] hours on the weghends,

hnair* The stmetf“

specific destinaiion
are from within Florida

voare visitors from outside of Florida

Bret Liavaelin groups of tae o moes people.

The TECO Ling Streslcarn System i oneralsd by the Hillshorough Area |
Regional Transit Authority (HART) under contract o Tampa Historic
Stiestenr, Ing The mizzion of the Tampe Historic Strestcar, inc, (THS) 18 ]
to ofter a dynamic new (;m;mr:m? o Tarmpa's frensporalion mv;:;?{;m by B
providing atiractive, relable, cononiable, conveniant and sxie sireetear
service o lonal residents and fmshra; alke.

Fadas

Ashuaths g
Adverieng rates wludas slacement on aff streetcars. L
Conunesciat Advediibers

300,00 per month- includes placement of one Infericr Ad Card in nine
shregtoars,

oy Brofi Organinnsons
$100.00 per mmm!n hciumes pracement of cne Intaisr Ad Card in nine
streetcars. Reguires proof of 50103 status,

[T

S . i
For an adverfiser with six-month or longer contract. there is a five percent tjia,mmt for 12-ronth contracts, the
distount iz ten peroent

Prewuctinn Fospancdility
The advertiser ts mesponsible for the cost of design. production. and installationiramoval of the cards

3160 Instaliation includes installmiion. removal. and quslity assurance by HART, Dasigr and production
by ouside services,
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idmigsbad by the aoveriser in the covlract

B (L dacuirnsend cpeaiivntiarg,

Numbher of Cars & oars valh four cais regulany 17 serice.

'

stk b slae,

FRY

Size Cosplay Frame s 27 i0ches wide by 11 inches nig

Copy Space 2w nehe s wide by 10 %G inehees Bich

atarial, mounted t
i HART = reg

Ciands will fe printed ory st poionmante o
frimmsd to 117 X 2857 Proeoeantlen approvan e

i

Material

Finish Tiflzsttes

Ty

Tarprrs

Fayrnent in full is requirad pog 1@ the ingtallation of be wdsior
ad cards for contracts vnder i months, For sotdras iz sh inonthis
sid Figher billing will be conducted quarterty.

TR R T ‘
HART shall approve i adva of production all desigrn of the
inferict ad cards. Tne advorlisar shal not use defamatory,
fibeicys. slanderous, ohscene, religions of pulical advertising.
HART does nol  accept tobacco o alcoholic beverage |
advertiging. It will be HART s sole discretion to determine if the |
advertisement meels HARTs standards a2 set forth above. |
Advertising deemed by HART to be distagieful o contioversial §
will not be permittad. A copy of ibe full advedising content policy |
% avatable upon requesl,

B

IR [ downicad the arder form
NS for s printable version of this document

Aadtionast iefonnstion
Contact Toni Short at (843) 385-7128. or e-mall o)

Itis the regponsi it of e arvertized (0 Hgve e sione pale d &l b b HART st least one vk
rsired Pisisltation dote s el ot e orebarost e e ey et cornpleron of e

oratrad

O TS or 130" alyre
1 for apey ol atey
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LIFT SPECIFICATIONS

® 600 pound load capacity
® Platform Dimensions
34" wide at platform surface
49” Length between safety barriers.
STANDARD FEATURES
e Lift meets 1800 pound static proof load and
2400 pound static ultimate load test requirements
® Tall mgged Outboard Barrier automatically forms when lift platform is
off the ground and meets 1600 pound force requirement
® Interlocked outboard barrier
o Handrails capable of withstanding 250 pounds of force in any direction
® Threshold warning sensor included
® Steel components electrostatically powder coated
or plated to resist corrosion
® Hydraulically powered - Electronically controlled
® Passenger sensor -Will not allow steps to form when platform is occupied
lift conirol logic will rot allow unintentional improper lifi sequencing
® Stainless Steel options available
e Manual hand pump for emergency backup operation
POWER SOURCE OPTIONS
® Electric driven hydraulic pump - 12 or 24 VDC

LIFT-U® LU12 IS DESIGNED TO THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS:

® FMVSS 403 Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 49 CFR 571.403
® ADA - Americans with Disabilities Act
® CHP - California Highway Patrol Title 13, Califomia Code
of Regulations (13 CCR} - California Vehicle Code (CVC) Section 3450).1
® FTA - Federal Transit Administration Guidelines (DOT-T-93-03)
LiFT-U®

A Division of Hogan Mfg., Inc.
I PO.Box3os
€ Escalon Ca. 95320-0398

Telephone (209)-838-7323
Fax 209-838-8648

Email: lifti@hoganmfz.com
Website: www. hogarmfg.com




Updated: July 20th, 2006 04:21 PM PDT
Developing Transit
: By Paul .. Marx, Effie Stalsmith and Maria V. Zimmerman
" The general perception, even among most transit agencies, is that transit’s role in land vse is fimited.

- What role there scems to be results most directly from joint developmens ith land
Mtsuﬁm.ﬁntisﬂinﬁn‘ y? Werk by ro,! Deakin® and others

growing suburb’ to & major dovtown.* - ﬁmf‘?
An integral component of devedopment arcund transit in many cases is housing. It can be the primary
component of 2 development, or it can be the basis for a density bonus or ofher incentive offered to.a
W.M,Mmmmmmadmmiﬁsmmwam ’
thing. That is, the discussion quickly becomes one of single family detached, or single family
townhomes, or multi-onit housing (spartments). There is rarely a discussion of alll three types of
housing in the same development, and rarer still is the discussion of mixing housing with any other
type of structure such as offices or retail. Yei, before the advent of the sartomibile, that is how our
grandparents lived. Jadging by the high prices of residences in New Town Center developments asound.
%wmy,ﬁkdmmﬁwmmmmwﬁmumhsm’m

D, : ' ' .
But, in the current development environment, these is a strict progression of project retum. Commercial -
office space has the highest rate of reinen -~ often in the double digits. One anchor tenant can assure the .
profitability of a new office building. Residential development is not guite so Iucrative, but the average .
* return within five years is just under 10 percent. The lowest rate of retom is eamed on retail space, ‘
which has the highest risk of failure ~ not from construction risk but suther the fiilure of its tepants. Ia
* it any wonder, then, that developers will specialize in what they know, and avoid that whichhas the

least retirn? Only when the retira i virtually assured (again, the “anchor tenant” concept) will the
developer inclnde retail space iv a commercial or residential development. . :
How is a transit agency o a local economnic developanent corporation going to overcome such a
tnarket? The method may depend on that acvonym: TOD: The transit service provides connection to a
wide vatiety of life necds, higher property value and higher volumes of poople. At the same: time, the
transit service can’t really fimction wnless it serves a broad range of activities. If all of the TODs are
" reidential, there is no reason for aayone to use the transit system except for visits with friends and
nﬁmm,mmmsnﬁ;dmhmmmmﬂmm
transit gocms to work best. There aré ample reasons for people to use the transit system and there are
ample places for the transit system (o connect. '




of household and commumity needs, including employment, entertainmoent, education, medical
WM@mmm%WkﬁmmMammmWﬂn
Whﬂs&@ﬁymﬁmﬁ&mo&nupﬁ&.hamm,mw
muwwmwmmmm@ymwmmmem
discreet parking garages, hidden behind twildings that are scaled for pedestrian comfort and
convenience.

One such community is King Farm, in Gaithersburg, a distant suburb of Washington, D.C., in

. Meryland. This s a substantial commemnity that was designed 1o take advantage of a light mi) system
MEWmmﬁmhﬁaMwmmmaf&szmmm
The farm became available many years before the light rail system could be built, but a right-of-way for
the eventoal light rsil is preserved in the main entrance of the compmnity. The neighborbood combines
single-family detached housing with townhonses snd apastment buildings, none of which exceed five
stories in height. Public areas and linesr parks are ali connected through the middle of the community,
and they provide access to a wide variety of daily needs. Undil the light il comes, residests mny =~
fg@&%%i@mnﬁ{em.wnmmmﬂnw,mmammm
.do so.

The interesting thing about this conmmunity is that it is designod 0 accommodate a mix of income .
levels. Gaithersha i:mmof@ﬁghﬁpﬂmwm Mhmﬂm’,mm
estate prices reflect this. Before a majority of the houses wers completed, they s0ld for more than .
$400.000, and this was before the recent run-up in home valnes. However, Montgomery County has an
affordable housing requirement for major developments, Depending upon whether aiiy density bonmses
are provided to the developes, between 12.5 percent and 15 percent of the new dwelling uoits must be
“modesately priced dwelling units” or MPDU. These may be for sale or for reatal, snd are intended to
be offered to families earing 65 percent of the median household income for the area. The MPDUs -
must be built within the development and at the same time as ofther units. :

The way this is done is essentially to reduce the cost of the MPDU as compared with the market-pri
units. The square footage per room may be reduced, the grade of flooring or appliances may be

" standard rether than deluxe, and there may not be a finished basement or attic. One common cost
reduction is to not provide a garage. The developer canmot, usually, segregsate the affordable housing
from the rest of the community. This has led o interesting architectural solutions, where the affordable -
units are fully integrated into the sorroumding structures, masking reductions in space of smenity. From
the street, it is difficult to tell an affordable apartment or townhouse from a market priced one. -
The Montgomery County system inchiades an equity recovery pexiod in the for-sale MPDUs. i the
owmer sells the unit within the first three to five years, the bulk of any equity in the propesty will return
mﬂnmuﬁyhawtﬁﬁo@lhw@ﬁm,ifﬁsmmﬁmﬂnmhﬁwmm
mc,mhmemi@wufeqﬁtymmmw&wmsmmmmaym
proceeds devolve 1o the owner. Betwoen 200 and 250 candidate familics are evaluated on the besis of
income, stability and other factors for each 100 available MPDUs.
‘Jmumhmmamm.nkmwﬁmmwﬂnm
mm.,Ymkmmuhmmamﬂmma%oﬂwm .
undertaken to raise revenne more than to infloence development. Examples of joint development
mummmamm’aﬁwwmnwmmaa

' centers. In neither example were any parking spaces forgone a5 a result of the better transit connection.
Hm,hxeewmsgﬁﬁcwmmwﬁmmmmmmm '




development that raises revenue, provides new transit riders and builds community. In Portland, Ore.,
for example, most of the Westside MAX stations were offered for joint development as an inducement
to aitract transit-oriented developments beyond the station areas. This Jed to almost as much private
sector mvestment along the Westside MAX as the alignment itself cost to build > .
- Joint development is encouraged by the Federal Trensit Administration (FTA) because it has the
potential 1o increase the local base of choice transit users, and because it may genceate revenue from =
mm_mmWmemmM’smﬁmmmmwﬂ,
FTA published its revised Joint Development Policy, to provide support for transit agencies secking to
: m@mmmmmﬁmﬂmmmm&mmmiﬂn .
gmmmmwﬁ:ﬁmmmamammmmmamm :
to facilitate development. The Urban Mass Transit Act of 1974 provided the suthority for this policy,
which encouraged the use of public transit investment 2s a ol for urban revitalization.® With its policy
of 1997, FTA introduced the concept of “highest and best transit use,™ which was intended to support
One transit ageacy that took sdvantage of this policy was the Valley Transit Aistharity (VTA) in Santa
Clara Coumty, Calif. This agency had a seven-acre surface parking lot at its Oblone-Chynoweth stetion

+ . which was never fally used. Most days the lot was less than one-half full. VTA applied to FTA for

fonding to reorganize the parking area for more efficient bus access, so that it could offer the parking
mmgmwm.mmwmmmmwwa

. neighboring property owner with ap offer to combine es for & single development. The
neighboring property was neaxdy 11 acres. Eden Housing,’ an affordeble housing developes, was .
particalarly concerned about the new development “fitting” into the context of the existing community.
‘When completed, the development incladed 330 affordable low and mediom-density housing units,?

' 4,@%%&@%@&@@@@&.%&%%%@&%
. with & pedestrian plaza that connects with the property next door. The continnation of the development
- incloded more medium-density residential propesty (27 twits per acre), as well 25 mixed ‘
mmwwmwhmmam&mmmw‘mw”
Transit Center in Columbus, Ohio, is one such project. Through a unique parinership with the
MMAM(CUTA)%WMaMad@mmam’sW
cﬁﬁgmﬁmaanyWWMawﬁmmﬂ&mmﬁcﬁfﬁmaf :
ﬂnhw‘?mwmmmmmWMmmamW
police station, Columbus Metropotitan Housing Authority, an office building, #n insarance office and
MW%FWWW#MWW&W@MMIM
MWGM)HOMWMMM&M,OOTAMWWWU@@

~ centess in the Columbus area.

. : i ) . " . h
Ohio, its HOPE VI rebuilt not ﬂnwwmtmdmwmfalso '
Wmm&@mmmanm,ﬁem
MWMWMMWWWMMMmMme :
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on or around a transit project and on property originally acquired with federal grant funds,
WMWMMWMM
zhmsngmmismcam Wymmmﬁgﬁmma
more chmically diverse. lhmdnhmchmmaﬂmmfmhmnym-mmh.&mm
Dream. Households todsy, where families may have two working parents, or consist of
‘mmwmmmmmmmmwmmm
WMWﬁmﬂmammiﬂuﬁqmmmnmhMmm
mmmmmmmbmmmymmwwmmmmmmm
Single adults will soon be the new majority household in this country. Married couples with kids —g
Wm%m&bwhmmdwsamwmmmupmm :
- 25 pescent, a sumber expocted 10 drop 1o 20 percent by 2010. At the same time these shifis in
. household composition are happening, 50 100 is there a shift in the ethoicity of bouseholds. The =
m’smmmwmmmwmmwmm
non-white by 2050,
As a vesult of these shifts, households today, both buyers and venters, are exhibiting different interests:
in smaller homes, or homes designed to accommodate multiple generations or hames that offer a more
conveniont lifestyle — with shopping, entertainment, calture, sidewalk cafes, public services and parks
mmmmmmmmmwmmmm
including lofts, live-work spaces, townhomes, row houses, courtyard housing and other types suitable
for walkable, higher-density nrban neighborboods. A recent poll for a national media outlet found that
&MMMWW&MMWW%MWMMM’M
May 21, 2006)
| mmhwmmwm&AmmmnmmGme
least a quarter of all houscholds entering the market could be Jooking for housing in the half-mile '
‘rading around teansit and frain stations in the next 20 years. (Center for Transit Oriented Development,
Hidden In Plain Sight, 2004) Accammodating this demand would necessitate doubling the amount of
mwmmmzlwmmammuﬂmmmwwm
mmmmmmmmmmmmm
ey pers and Jones Lang LaSalle, advise investors to choose 24-hour cities with
mﬁd—mmﬂmmtmmmmmmm&!%.lm&naﬂmef
mmmmﬂmmmmeﬁmmrmdmmmmw :

w»muwmmummﬂm
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mmmmwmnc”mm mﬂtwomﬁmwﬁ:mﬂhm—mmd
but growing systems (Dallas and Miami).

o Mﬂdhwﬁmqﬁgﬁﬁmmm&pmhhghm&m

in demand. Bven Mmmmw&mnmmMnmnmnhuMM
mmmﬁxwm see particulady high rates of growth in demsand due to bigh rates of

. Wmmafﬁwm“m“mymwammmﬁr

housing in trensit zones 56 in the Sua Belt, ond inclode Aflanis, Houston, Phoenix, Temps, Saa Diego,
mvm,mmsm.mmg:m *s downtown population growth was
amﬁehﬂnamﬁembetwml%ﬁl
Wﬂﬂmdu&mhnﬂmmabmammhmmmmm
developments, * hmmmm&mmmnl percent within a



quarter-mile radins of DART rail stations compared to 19.5 percent in the control group between 1997
and 2001. For office buildings, the increase was 24.7 percent for properties near DART versus 11.5
percent for non-DART properties. ' - '
* Single-family homes in Alamoda and Contra Costa counties were worth $3.200 to $3,700 less for
each mile they were located away from 2 BART station. Apartments near BART stations rented for 15
0 26 percent more than apartments further awny. For office propestics, the average land price per
mmmmdmdimﬁmmmﬁomWwﬁWS%pwsq:mfom
within a quarter mile of stations to $30 per square foot for more than a half mile distant.
* In Jersey City propexty taxes along the Bssex Street corridor increased an estimated $200,000 1o
‘ mmo,beﬁwﬁeﬁgm:ﬂmwmmmwwemﬂm%mﬂﬁmammmmm
2004. Property values in Hoboken bave jumped dramatically, with single lots once priced at $100,000,
in the 19903 commanding just under $1 million in 2005. Properties around the 9th Street station
doubled in price between 1995 and 2005. Hudson County had a Class A “direct vacansy” xate of 9
percent in 2005, the lowest in northern and cexiral New Jersey, and rents for prime waterfront office
space ranged from $25 to $40 per square foot.® '
Wmmmwmmmwcmammdﬁ'Mgmmm
is commecied to walkeble, mixed-use development, it also suggests a tremendous opportunity sod need.
Beyundﬂnmedmpoﬁdehmsingmmﬂpmdﬁmﬂﬁmmhmmmmmmm
Bwﬁﬂ@ahﬁ-ﬁleﬁtmﬁth%hehabamﬁhm&ﬂmmm
by tramsit in affordable neighborhoods are not priced out of the market as reinvestment occurs.
percent of area median income. This is a population that is also heavily reliant on transit 1o access jobs
MWTMMMMMMNWNWWW '
 created by increased land values to help moet the challenges of providing housing thet is affordable to
all segments of the community. : o
Seeking out innovative strategies to capitalize on treansit’s many assets and help grow ridesshipand
revenue, while creating vibrant, walkable mixed-use commmunities is the next trip for transit agencies to
development community including economic development mpmimmvﬁusofﬁmmgaq B
major employers, as well as close coordination with local and regiona! planning and housing agencies,

- comumumity advocates ad transit riders.

¥t AR Goes Together : o o .of&lem -
Housing, transit-oriented development and joint development are all aspects same equation:

; mmmmmmmaw&shamo{mmmm
mwmmmmmma_mmw,m:wy
national pesspective. However, as with most lifkstyle decisions, “all politics are local.™
memmmmmmwwmmwa:
Anmwmwwmwm”wi&maﬁmmw?mwymw
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articles will fill the role of “Rosetta Stone” for the various players and transit agencies.



Accessible Cities and Regions: A Framework for Sustainable Transport and Urbanism in the 21st
Century. Bﬂkﬂey‘UCBukMCmﬁmelhbanTmthn&mgm UCBITS-
VWP-2005-3 '

“Transportation and Central Cities: Enviroument and Quality of Life Issues,” Resource Paper for
the Conference on Transportation Issues in Large U.S. Cities, Detroit, Mich., June 28-30, 1998;
WW!&TM@MMWMMDQ 1999

Such as Gaithersburg, Md.

Grand Central Terminal in New York City - \ '

“A&mhmﬁrmdmmmﬁ&mgnpwmxmofmmm”hmﬂohm
- T9/2004; Portland Tribune

. mmmmmwummmmwmwm

ant AmhewYmmg.

“Generally, mmwwmmmm
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FTAIavahleCommnmmBnﬁngPaper,lM

Columbus Plemming Division, Columbns, Ohio -

HUD USER Publication, 03/31/05 :

“Ms@%mp&wdahmhsmmﬂwmﬂnmmmﬂmexpe@dwm&
by 2010.” The Brookings Institution, “A Rise in Downtown Living”, 1998,

Bernard Weinstein and Texrry Clower, “An Assessment of the DART LRT on Taxable Property
Valuations and Transit Oriented Deévelopment.” Ummtyofﬁmﬂa’rmemfm
Economic Development and Research. September 2002

Th:Scdway(imupm , “Regional Impact Stady.” mmwwﬁznaymwm
District. 1

-W@MﬁmmmﬁMSTmmmmm
and the Hudson Bergen Light Rail Transit System.” Center for Transit-Oriented Development,
Prepared for Development, Community and Envirdnment Division, EPA May 30, 2006
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News Details
Background on Cedar towa River Raftway

Cedar Rapids bas apptied for @ $12.3 million fiaderal grant to provide Shis excursion trofiey servios on te existing Cotar
Vinpids and lowa Ciy Rativeay (CRANDICS and v interstate Raitrond tracks and provide conhections to varkous togrdlst,.
attractioos i the anss. It hoped that other comrmunities will stare the additional locat costs foF the proposed systern.

mwmmmmmm:mmm pmd,m:im‘lm ﬂlerm
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' would rather hive & spoedy comoter rail than a troflay way be the kgh. Paally, there are csossvs that the ongolng

. thmMMmmd&aammmmmmm
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Conference Room, Mayor Pate and Director of the TR Transportation Department 1L Hoeksira wil be avaliable 1o
answer asy questions, and you will have the opportnity to lesrny more about and participate on this sue that divectly

) Mhmuﬂuﬁmmwm Your can forward questions tn advance b Ryan Mans at

RN mhdpffmk. mmmmm‘
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Eastside corridor: possible rail/trail combo?

By Karen Gaudette Seartle Times staff reporter

‘Commuter trains glide nearly side by side with bicyclists along Seattle's Eiliott Bay trail. Freight trains
lumber past families ambling on the Burke-Gilman trail near the Batlard Locks. For years, the city's
downtown waterfront streetcar rolled a stone's throw from throngs of tourists.

Trains and people increasingly are sharing space on pathways around the region and across the country,
separated by fences, shrubs and sometimes nothing at all.

The proximity has not posed a significant safety hazard so far, sccording to a federal study.

Whether such trail sharing could work along a 47-mile rail corridor stretching from Renton to
Snohomish is being explored this summer by a regional committee weighing the future of the former
BNSF Railway line.

Representatives of cities along the corridor told the committer Friday that they support King County's
planned purchase of the line for public use but were still uncertain which specific future plan they
would back.

The committee is explcnng options that range from ripping out the rails and using the corridor solely
as a trail to allowing freight and/or the Spirit of Washington Dinner Train io share the mostly 130-foot-
wide path with hikers and bicyclists.

BNSF Railway says the corridor is no longer financially viable and began purchase negotiations with
the county last year. It's not yet clear how much the corridor would cost, or what it would look like if
and when it's converied to a trail,

Raits-with-irails projects are gaining steam across the country as other regions grapple with the need to
expand recreation while preserving key transportation coridors. A federal study released in 2002 found
65 railg-with-trails routes in 30 states. Dozens more are planned or proposed.

No national standards exist to guide design, said Mia Birk, whose firm Ala Planning & Design
assembied the 2002 study. However, the federal study found little history of crashes along shared-use
trails, aside from a boy trying to hop onto & moving train and a bicyclist who disobeyed safety gates.
Instead, building trails adjacent to railroad tracks reduced respassing and petty crimes along the routes,
Birk said, since pedestrians and bicyclists had a safe, typically flat place to strolt and roll.

"Where there was a trail there was almost no trespassing across the tracks,” Birk said.

Seattle's rails-with-trails paths have proved safe as well, said Pete Lagerwey, bicycle and pedestrian
program coordinator with the city's transportation department.

“1 couldn't agree with [County Executive] Ron Sims more that this is the single most important trail
project in the region," Lagerwey said of the Eastside route. "You can never reassemble these linear
corridors in an urban setting. Once it's gone it's gone forever.”

The Eastside BNSF corridor has some unique challenges. Ripping out the rails would end dwindling
freight service along the route but also would eliminate the path of the popular Spirit of Washington
Dinner Train, which has carried 1.3 million tourists and locals alike past Lake Washington sunsets to
Woodinville for wine tasting since 1992.

Dinner-train president Eric Temple rallied fans earlier this year to help convioce Sims that the train
should keep chugging if the county buys the corridor, In addition to the Spirit of Washington Dinner
Train, Boeing, Weyerhacuser and a Redmond car factory use the railway for freight.

A survey of communities and groups affected by the purchase showed little support for another rail-
with-trail option that would increase rail usage and include redundant tracks for emergency use. Those



surveyed cited increased traffic, noise and cost, said Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) consultant
Deborah Chase.

The route's location also poses some challenges. Nearby Interstate 405 is slated for years of
construction as the state widens it. And while mostly 100 feet wide, the route has several narrow rights-
of-way, including freeway crossings at interstates 90 and 405, Highway 522 and the historic Wilburton
Trestle. Converting the corridor to a trail alone would likely give enough space for hikers but should
trains remain in the picture, planners would have to find different routes in these areas.

Should the county opt to buy the corridor in coming years, its transformation to a trail could be years
away — as evidenced by the controversial East Lake Sammamish Trail.

King County first identified a stretch of railbed between Redmond and Issaquah as a critical future trail
link in 1971. The stretch opened in full 1o the public this spring, 35 years later.

"Even if it's just a trail, you've got to take the rails out of the ground and make safety improvements,”
said Jon Scholes, chief of staff to County Council member and committee chair Julia Patterson.

The BNSF Corridor Rail Advisory Commuttee includes representatives from (PSRC), King and
Snohomish counties, cities along the route including Bellevue, Kirkland and Redmond, and bicycle and
pedestrian groups. '
The committee likely will make a recommendation to the County Council come fall, said project
manager King Cushman of the Puget Sound Regional Council. The county already is applying for
various federal and state grants that would enable it to buy the corridor.
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